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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 6092 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO, MILT 

SUB J : POLITICAL-MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS 

REFS: (A) OPORT 276 DTG 141545Z OCT 75 
(B) LISBON 9575 DTG 081602Z OCT 75 

SUMMARY: ARMY CHIEF FABIAO IMPOSED COMPROMISE SOLUTION TO END 
OCCUPTATION OF OPORTO ARTILLERY REGIMENT. AUTO DRIVING UNIT, WHOSE 
CLOSURE PROMPTED CONFRONTATION, WILL BE REOPENED IN ANOTHER SITE, 
WHILE NEW "REVOLUTIONARY INTERVENTION UNIT" WILL BE FORMED UNDER 
COMMAND OF "PROGRESSIVE" FIRNED OF FABIAO. ALTHOUGH THIS AFFAIR IS 
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AN OUTRAGEOUS EXAMPLE OF INDISCIPLINE, FAILURE TO BACK UP A 
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COMMANDER IN THE FIELD, AND THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF ANARCHY IN THE 
MILITARY, THERE MAY BE SOME MERIT TO A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO AN 
IMPASSE WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN SOLVED MILITARILY BY CONSIDERABLE 
BLOODSHED. END SUMMARY. 

1. COMPROMISE SOLUTION TO RASP OCCUPTATION: ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF 
FAB I AO TRAVELLED TO PORTO ON OCT 14 AND ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD 
FOUND A SOLUTION TO END SOLDIERS UNITED WILL WIN (SUV) OCCUPATION 
OF THE ARTILLERY REGIMENT OF SERRA DO PILAR (RASP). FABIO SAID 
THAT: 

-CICAP (THE AUTO TRAINING SCHOOL WHOSE CLOSING PROMPTED THE 
RASP OCCUPATION) WILL BE REOPENED AND RESTRUCTURED: 

-THOROUGH INQUIRY WILL BE MADE INTO RECENT INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE 
IN OPORTO AND OUTSIDE RASP; 

-FOLLOWING INQUIRY, SOME CICAP TROOPS WILL BE ASIGNED TO A 
RECONSTITUTED CICAP AND OTHERS WILL BE ASSIGNED TO OTHER 
UNITS. THERE WILL BE NO PUNISHMENT; 

-NEW UNIT TO BE CALLED APRIL 25 BATTALION WILL BE ASSIGNED TO 
FORMER CICAP SITE. COMMANDER WILL BE MAJ. ALEXANDRE ARAGAO, WHO 
SERVED WITH FAB I AO IN GUINEA AND IS NOW SECOND IN COMMAND AT RASP, 
WHERE HE GAINED THE CONFIDENCE OF OCCUPYING RADICALS. ASKED IF 
UNIT WOULD BE PART OF MILITARY INTERVENTION GROUP (AMI), FABIO SAID 
NEW INTERVENTION UNIT OF CICAP WOULD BE "REVOLUTIONARY"; 

-RASP UNIT AND TROOPS WILL REMAIN IN PLACE; 

-BRIGADIER PIRES VELOSO WILL CONTINUE AS REGIONAL COMMANDER "FOR 
THE TIME BEING." HE THEN ADDED "FOR THE TIME BEING WAS A FIGURE 
OF SPEECH." VELOSO WAS BEING CONTINUED IN COMMAND. FAB I AO ASKED 
ASSEMBLED RADICALS AT RASP TO GIVE PRIES VELOS "TIME TO BREATHE" 
AFTER HIS RECENT ARRIVAL IN ORTH FROM HIS PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENT 
AS SAO TOME HIGH COMMISSIONER; 

—FAB I AO DEFENDED AML SAYING IT WAS NOT REPRESSIVE, AND IS 
NECESSARY TO GUARANTEE PUBLIC ORDER IN ABSENCE OF EFFECTIVE POLICE 
AND NATIONAL GUARD. 

2. RADICAL TROOPS AND SEVERAL THOUSAND CIVILIANS AT RASP HAILED 
REOPENING OF CICAP AS A GREAT VICTORY, AS DID COMMUNIST PRESS OF 
OCT. 15. RASP DECIDED TO GIVE FAB I AO TEN DAYS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
OF HIS SOLUTION. SEVERAL HUNDRED SUPPORTERS OF PIRES VELOSO 
RALLIED TO HIS SUPPORT FOLLOWING FABIAO'S ANNOUNCEMENT, ALTHOUGH 
THERE WAS LITTLE REJOICING IN THAT QUARTER. MODERATE PRESS 
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PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS OF NORTHERN COMMAND S DISCONTENT AT SUDDEN 
INTERVENTION OF FABIAO. 

3. CUNHAL ON MILITARY DISCIPLINE: IN INTERVIEW BROADCAST 
OCTOBER 13 OVER FRENCH RADIO, COMMUNIST PARTY SECRETARY 
GENERAL ALVARO CUNHAL STATED THAT MILITARY DISCIPLINE SHOULD 
"COINCIDE WITH THE ORIENTATION OF THE AFM LEADERSHIP AND WITH 
THE REVOLUTIONARY ORIENTATION OF TODAY'S PORTUGAL." HE WENT ON 
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TO STATE THAT ALTHOUGH THE PCP WILL SUPPORT THOSE ACTIONS OF THE 
VI PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT WHICH IT CONSIDERS CORRECT, IT DID 
NOT HAVE A PARTY MEMBER IN THE GOVERNMENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT 
A TURN TO THE RIGHT. 

4. PRESS REACTION TO PRIME MINISTER S OCT 12 SPEECH: LISBON 
PRESS'S REACTION TO PRIME MINISTER'S OCT 13 SPEECH HAS BEEN LESS 
THAN FAVORABLE. FAR LEFT ''REPUBLICA' 1 SHARPLY CRITICIZED AZEVEDO 
FOR ASSIGNING WORKERS A PORTION OF BLAME FOR ECONOMIC CRISIS. 
COMMUNIST-LINING "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" TOOK ISSUE WITH PM'S CLAIM 
THAT SITUATION WITH REGARD TO AZEVEDO PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT'S 
SUPPORTERS AND OPPONENTS HAD BEEN CLARIFIED, IT RHETORICALLY 
QUESTIONED WHETHER AZEVEDO WAS ON SIDE OF MAJORITY POLITICAL PARTY 
LEADERSHIP OR WORKERS AND FARMERS. EVEN ANTI-COMMUNIST PRESS WAS 
LUKEWARM IN ITS APPRAISAL OF SPEECH. SOCIALIST "LUTA" WEAKLY 
SECONDED AZEVEDO'S CALL FOR MORE WORK AND LESS CONSUMPTION: 
MODERATE "JORNAL NOVO" FAULTED PRIME MINISTER'S TELEVISION 
PRESENTATION AND HIS LACK OF CONCRETE PROPOSALS AND COMMENTED 
THAT SPEECH WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO "GALVANIZE" THE PUBLIC FFORT 
NECESSARY TO RESOLVE PORTUGAL'S POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
DIFFICULTIES. "REPUBLICA" AND "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" CRITICISM MARKS 
FIRST TIME PINHEIRO DE AZEVEDO HIMSELF HAS BEEN SO OPENLY 
CRITICIZED BY LISBON PRESS. 

5. POPULAR POWER: COMMUNITS CONTINUED EFFORT TO GAIN GREATER 
POWER THROUGH DEMONSTRATIONS OF LOCAL, COMMUNIST-CONTROLLED, 
POPULAR ORGANIZATIONS. 

-IN SINTRA, NEAR LISBON, THE PROVISIONAL SECRETARIAT OF THE 
MOBIILIZATION OF THE MASSES DEMONSTRATED ON OCT 13 FOR GREATER 
POWER FOR POPULAR ASSEMBLIES, (I.E. UNELECTED). 

-IN VILA FRANCA DE XIRA, OUTSIDE LISBON, TENANTS' COMMISSIONS 
ORGANIZED ON OCT 16 DEMONSTRATION IN FAVOR OF GREATER POPULAR 
POWER, AND "REMOVAL OF RIGHTISTS IMPOSED BY THE ANTUNES NINE FROM 
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THE ARMED FORCES." 

6. COMMENT: FABIAO, DESCRIBED BY ONE ACUTE PORTUGUESE OBSERVER 

AS A JUNIOR COSTA GOMES, HAS SOUGHT AND OBTAINED A COMPROMISE THAT 
REQUIRES NO DAMAGING ACTION AGAINST ANY OF THE DISPUTANTS. REGIONAL 
MILITARY COMMANDER VELOSO MAY FEEL THAT HE HAS HAD THE RUG JERKED 
OUT; BUT IF HE DOES, HE HAS NOT FELT STRONGLY ENOUGH TO RESIGN. 

PRIME MINISTER'S CHIEF OF CABINET RUI MONTES TOLD AMBASSADOR ON 
OCT. 15 THAT VELOSO HAD SHUT DOWN CICAP WITHOUT CONSULTING 
HEADQUARTERS OR FABIAO, AND IN ADDITION HAD REFUSED TO OBEY 
FABIAO S ORDER TO COME TO LISBON TO DISCUSS THE MATTER. 

7. TO OUR EYES THE WHOLE AFFAR IS AN OUTRAGEOUS EXAMPLE OF 
INDISCIPLINE, FAILURE TO BACK UP A COMMANDER IN THE FIELD, AND 
THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF VIRTUAL ANARCHY IN THE MILITARY. 
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HOWEVER, ALL PORTUGUESE DON'T NECESSARILY SEE IT THE SAME WAY, AND 
THERE COULD CONCEIVABLY BE SOME MERIT IN POLITICAL RESPONSE TO 
A POLITICAL-MILITARY PROBLEM WHICH COULD ONLY HAVE BEEN 
SOLVED MILITARILY WITH CONSIDERABLE BLOODSHED. 

8. NONETHELESS, MORE AND MORE OBSERVERS ARE RELUCTANTLY CON- 
CLUDING THAT SOME BLOODSHED MAY BE INEVITABLE IF DISCIPLINE IS 
TO BE RESTORED AND THE AZEVEDO GOVT IS TO SURVIVE. FAB I AO IS 
OBVIOUSLY NOT AMONG THEM. 

CARLUCCI 
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